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OPINION

What can be done to limit risks
posed by sports betting at colleges?

By Sheldon H. Jacobson

The college football season is
setto begm, and with it comes:
increased interest in sports
betting on college campuses.

In the spring, the Illinois
legislature extended by one
year the law permitting in-per-
son gambling on in-state college
sports. Given the need to gener-
ate revenue for state coffers,
the question is not if, but when,
online in-state college sports
gambling will become legal.

There are numerous states

lus the District of Columbia)

thave legalized sports betting.
The attraction of drawing new
revenue without raising taxes is
encouraging such actions. Sports
gambling has become so ubiqui-
tous that itis difficult to visit any
sports website without an oppor-
tunity to place a bet. Penn Enter-
tainment has been rebranded as
ESPN Bet, giving ESPN a place at
the sports betting table.

Sports gamblingon college
campuses has been drawn into this
fray. Young college-age men are
attracted to the excitement associ-
ated with having money riding on
games, with some believing they
can make easy money gambling.
Theriskis that this excitement can
grow into an addiction, bleeding
them of their time and money.

Offering sports gambli
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tudent-athletes and the stud
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ganies for which student-ath-

be
affected by one shot, or “cover-
ing the spread” d afree
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throw being made or missed,
student-athletes can be swayed

asaform of entertainment. They
support responslble bling

in ways that can
performance on the courtor play-
ing field. What may seem like an
innocent turnover may have been
subtly orchestrated with under-
the-table payoffs.

The good news is that with so
‘many name, image and likeness
funding opportunities available,
student-athletes are less suscep-
tible to such nefarious activities.
Moreover, most students would
not give such actions any thought.
Yetall it takes is one student-ath-
lete to tarnish ion ofa

pmblem to reach oul for help at
1-800-GAMBLER, a hotline run
by the National Council on Prob-
lem Gambli

There are several problems
with such a position.

First, ifa person has a prob-
lem with gambling, they may not
recognize ituntil it has caused
icant troubles in their life.

‘would not produce nearly $10
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are involved, is risky.
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Moreover, if they are addi to
gambling they may be incapa-
ble of making rational decisions
whenit bling. Such

season, creating veils of uncer-
tainty as to the extent of such
shenanigans that can affect all the
athletic programs at a university.
For the student body; rooting for
the home team may be more than
showing school spirit when there
is money riding on a game. Wins
and losses get translated into real
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Indeed, recouping such human
capital will be far costlier in
the long term than the revenue
gained in the short term.
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VOICE OF THE PEOPLE
Chicagoans and the WNBA iting the earth. P'm d}l)mfnund]y disturbed by the Las Vegas
Review-Journal Editorial iewpoint: thatis, that
This i it ulue inthe WNBA. new green tech is ahead of its time when, in fact, energy
dance and vi for nationall producers are behind the times.

up. Dwyane Wade, new part owner of the Chicago sky,
was recently quoted by ESPN as saying, “Growth is going
to happen, and so I want to be a part of the growth of this
league.”

The WNBA has two powerhouse teams, the New York
Liberty and the Las Vegas Aces, with some of the best
players in the league, if not all-time, One of those players,
Courtney Vandersloot, is a world-class point guard who
helped take the Chicago Sky to the promised land two
‘years ago. This season, she is an assist machine in New
York, feeding the ball o Sabrina Ionescu, a phenom who
now holds the 3-point shooting contest record across the
NBA and WNBA.

‘Adding to this, the WNBA is one season away fros
getting Caitlin Clark and Angel Reese. Clark and Roese wil

make two other WNBA

ers.
Foras good as they are now, WNBA players have enor-

mous pmennal to lmprove Lheu' stamina, borly control,

h ~iftheyhad

ch ac lohlgh level
as their male counterparts.

This is not the current reality. Last year, the NBA's
Orlando Magic trained at a new $70 million facility while
the WNBA's Chicago Sky practiced at a public recreation
center in Deerfield.

‘As aproud Chicago Sky season ticket holder, T believe
that Tam in on one of the best-kept secrets, getting hif
value sports for bargain prices. Still  would much rather
see how great women’s basketball can become with
increased demand and the revenue that comes with it.

Chicagoans can help bring about a golden age in the
'WNBA. This Sunday, the Liberty are coming to town,
while the Minnesota Lynx and MVP contender Phee
Collier bnnﬁ their talents to the Wmdz City the following

Friday for the Sky’s final hcme game this. season Lower-
level i 0 $20 le for both
games i uuunug ik k

up close and personal.

‘The Sky might be havinga dud of a season, but they also
have Kahleah “KFC” Copper cutting through defenses

For onli got
L‘vn-q/let!ers Ernml [ your letter submusmns, 400 words or

Fossil fuel companies’ current model is obsolete. They
will not change, go green, until incentivized to do so.
Viable green technologies exist today. Public pressure is
neededg:o light a fire under the boargs of directors to get
off their: comfy cuslnons of old-school status- quohusl—

toprovide carefully considered points of view: The public
make infor
The Las Vegas Review-Journal board’s ed:lonal notonly
‘misses the mark but also is blatantly harmful to the future’
of all life as we know it.
— John Guenther, Chicago

Action, not rhetoric, is needed
|-v\ it th

the Sky" icsat

Wintrust Arenain cmcago on May 26.CHRIS SWEDA/TRIBUNE

and powenngthmugh players to the basket. KFC alone is
worth the price of admission.

Soisawell-funded WNBA.

 Mike Belle, Oak Park

Error in discouraging EVs

Regarding the Las Vegas Review-Journal editorial
excerpt published in the Tribune, “About electric cars and
natural gas” (Aug. 28): What's with the direct pipeline
from the climate-skeptic editorial board of the Las Vegas
Review-Journal to the pages of the Tribune? Once again,
this board is given ink to promote the fossil fuel industry’s
efforts to further drag their feet on addressing the crisis of
our times.

‘The board suggests that California has erred in legis-
lating the sale of electric vehicles by 2035 since cars are
charged at night when natural gas is used to supply elec-
tricity. So for the next 10 years, nobody should embrace

public healthissue. The greatlmnyherels(hx(mlhe

narily competent and experienced dlrectorofthe Chicago
L{artment of Public Health, Dr. Allison Arwady, ina
ening display of acquiescence to the Chicago Teachers
‘Union, delivering a gut punch to that agency.

Johnson said he would find a replacement with deliber-
ate speed. The mayor’s defenders point out that it is early
in his term in office, but he was elected on April 4, and the
opioid epidemic has been going on for years. This s far
from the only issue in which the city is awaiting for some-
thing besides rhetoric.

Benjamin Franklin's words seem to be a prophecy: “By
failingto prepare, you are preparing to fail”

— Elliot Weisenberg, Chicago

Swim club should be celebrated

On July 4,1950, hundreds of thousands of Chicagoans
graced our lakefront. It is a testament to the power of the
Take asa place for all of Chicago to commune and an unfor-

new technology on their own dime, nor should our variou:
levels of government encourage innovation?
— Margaret Sents, Glenview

Fossil fuel model is obsolete
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cerpt l gas”: The climate
SR 2R ST bemg of allliving things inhab-

fhow removed become from the

‘most spectacular and unique feature of our great city.

Chicago was born from Lake Michigan, and the city’s
future survival will hinge upon our ability to cherish and
protecti. Solet's applaud and support Friday Morning
Swim Club in its efforts to convince so many Chicagoans td
jump in the lake, to bathe in its majesty and to understand
the power of our great lake.

— David McDermott, Chicago
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