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What happens
before takeoff

1s what ensures
safe flights
and landings

By SHELDON H. JACOBSON

hen Air India Flight

171 crashed shortly

after takeoff June 12
from the airport in Ahmed-
abad, India, 241 of the 242
passengers and crew were
killed. The one survivor, Vis-
washkumar Ramesh, walked
away from seat 11A in the man-
gled Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner
with non-life-threatening
injuries.

Every air traveler’s unspo-
ken fearis that their flight will
be the next airplane disaster in
the news for their family and
friends to read about. Fortu-
nately, such anticipatory anxi-
ety rarely comes to pass.

Despite a handful of air-
plane crashes so far this year,
commercial air travel contin-
ues to be aremarkably safe
mode of transportation. The
most recent visible crash in the
U.S. was at Reagan National
Airport on Jan. 29, when an
Army helicopter collided with
an American Airlines regional
jet, killing all 64 passengers
and crew. This incident
prompted changes in how
helicopters now fly around the
Washington, D.C., airport,

effectively eliminating the risk
of such a future collision.

Yet, survivors in airplane
crashes do occur. On Feb.17,a
Delta Air Lines regional jet
flipped when landing at Toron-
to Pearson International Air-
port, with all passengers and
crew surviving. The design of
the aircraft, coupled with the
prompt response of the flight
crew, were critical factors that
contributed to such an out-
come.

On Dec. 29, 2024, Jeju Air
Flight 2216 crashed upon
landing in Muan County,
South Korea, killing all pas-
sengers and four of the six crew
members. The two survivors
were all seated in the rear of
the cabin of the Boeing 737-
800.

Be prepared

Based on the Air India
crash, some may believe that
sitting near a window;, close to
an emergency exit, is the opti-
mal place to sit to improve
your odds of surviving an air-
plane crash. In reality, there
was nothing special about seat
11A. Seats 11J, 30A, and 307 all
offer the same properties on a
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner. Yet
passengers in these seats all
perished in the crash.

Surviving an airplane crash
is more about being prepared
in the event of an incident, and
following directions from the
flight crew if possible after
impact.

Every one of us experiences
life-threatening or life-chang-
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A crew prepared to remove parts of an Air India Boeing 787 Dreamliner that crashed on
June 12 from the former roof of a building in Ahmedabad, India. While some may take

away that sitting near an exit improves chances of survival in case of a crash, that’s not
actually the case, writes Sheldon H. Jacobson.

ing incidents at some point in
our life. It may involve an
automobile accident, with the
person seated next to you
killed. Over 40,000 people
died in automobile crashes in
2023, ahigher number than all
of the airplane crashes world-
wide over the past five decades.
What the Air India crash
teaches us is how we are all
faced with unpredictable situa-
tions in our lives. We all know
thatlife is indeed a risky busi-
ness, and though great precau-
tions may be taken to mitigate
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such risks, stuffhappens that is
beyond our control. And with
any such event, luck may steer
us through a pathway of safety
that cannot be explained or
predicted, nor for which we
can prepare.

High safety standards

When a major commercial
airplane crash occurs, the list
of survivors is often short. This
is the nature of an airplane
flying at 500 miles per hour
that comes to an unexpected

and immediate stop. The
speed of deceleration and the
associated fire resulting from
jet fuel burning is ultimately
what takes people’s lives.

The good news is that air-
plane crashes are exceedingly
rare. In fact, they are so rare
that when one does occur, it
draws enormous media atten-
tion. The Federal Aviation
Administration regulates air
travel in the U.S. to ensure that
the 45,000 flights handled by
air traffic control each day are
executed as safely as possible.

What the Air India
crash teachesus
ishow we areall

faced with
unpredictable

situations

inour lives.

They impose stringent training
and service hour requirements
on pilots and flight attendants,
as well as dictate standards for
airplane maintenance, all of
which are invisible to the trav-
eling public.

Boarding an airplane
should never be viewed as
risky, even though there is
always some inherent risk
present. The best way to sur-
vive an airplane crash is to not
be in one, and the best way to
notbe in one is to have high
safety standards in place so
that crashes continue to be
exceedingly rare.

Thatis what the FAA, the
airplane manufacturers and
the airlines all strive to deliver
each day. Indeed, all such
efforts ensure that everyone is
de facto assigned seat 11A when
theyboard a commercial air-
plane.
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