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Gerrymandering is a threat to democracy
itself, no matter which party leads it

By SHELDON H. JACOBSON

ith the midterm
elections now just 15
months away, the

party in power has along his-
tory of losing House seats.
Given that the GOP currently
holds a razor-thin majority, the
likelihood of retaining major-
ity control is low. To combat
this reality, the president is
pushing the state of Texas to
redraw its congressional map,
hoping to give the GOP as
many as five additional seats.
Redrawing a congressional
map between decennial cen-
suses is uncommon, but can be
done under extenuating cir-
cumstances. It also exposes the
questionable ethics of those
calling for such a remapping,
given that Texas went through
its legally mandated remap-
ping processes in 2021, with its
Republican-controlled Legis-
lature approving the new map
and its Republican governor
signing it into law. In 2024, the
GOP won 25 of the 38 seats in
Texas, or a plus-12 contributing
to control of the House of
Representatives. Of greater
concern is that just two of the
seats were won with a winning
margin of less than 5%, dem-
onstrating how well the map
had been gerrymandered to
create noncompetitive races.
The Texas map redrawing
proposal has also brought
attention to the California
map, which was drawn by the
nonpartisan California Citi-
zens Redistricting Commis-

sion. Given their 52 seats, a
new California House map
would likely find extra Demo-
crat seats to counterbalance
anything that could be done in
Texas, assuming that a new
congressionally drawn map
could be approved by state
lawmakers and then votersin a
special election.

Redrawing a congressional
map with the sole purpose of
winning additional seats for a
party is shamelessly dishonest.
The fact that it is being pub-
licly proposed and supported
by the president further tar-
nishes the issue, as well as his
position. It also exposes con-
cerns of the GOP entering the
midterm races and the head-
winds they face in retaining
control of the House.

Anytime political maps are
gerrymandered by the very
politicians whose power is
determined by such maps, they
not only have an obvious con-
flict of interest, but they are
also stealing power from the
people. By making the out-
come of an election a foregone
conclusion, politicians have no
motivation to serve the in-
terests of their constituents; it
allows them to place their
loyalty with their party. The
passing into law of the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act demon-
strates dysfunction within our
democracy, whereby even
though Republican lawmakers
had significant issues with the
bill, they still voted mostly
along party lines.

In a digital economy with

Texas leads redistricting arms race

Texas leads redistricting arms race

Anytime political maps are

gerrymandered by the very
politicians whose power is

determined by such maps, ... they are
stealing power from the people.

advanced technologies widely
available, computational re-
districting uses computer
algorithms to draw political
maps. Such a process, howev-
er, does not guarantee fair
maps. In fact, such algorithms
can be used to draw maps that
are even more gerrymandered
than what mapping commit-

tees are typically able to create.

This is because algorithms can

https://www.pressreader.com/usa/the-dallas-morning-news/20250804/page/6

assess and evaluate millions of
map possibilities to find those
that optimally draw the district
boundaries that yield a wide
swath of partisan seat dis-
tribution objectives.

At the same time, these
algorithms can be designed to
draw districts that are maxi-
mally competitive, forcing
those running to win such
districts to listen to their con-
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Opponents rallied before a Texas House redistricting committee public hearing last week
at the University of Texas at Arlington.

stituents and serve their in-
terests, rather than the in-
terests of their party.

The Princeton Gerryman-
dering Project graded every
state congressional map pro-
duced in 2021. The maps that
produced poor grades included
Tllinois, Florida, and Texas. All
these states used the weapons
of gerrymandering, packing
and cracking to draw maps
that stifle democratic re-
presentation. These maps also
fail the eye test, displaying a
high level of district design
manipulation.

The results in the 2024
election confirmed such an
egregious outcome. Among the
17 House districts in Illinois, 14«

were won by Democrats, who
controlled the remapping
process. Among the 28 House
districts in Florida, 20 were
won by Republicans, who also
controlled the remapping
process. These two states illus-
trate that gerrymandering is
done by both Democrats and
Republicans, illustrating how
pervasive it has become in
chiseling away at our demo-
cratic process.

As gerrymandering be-
comes even more ubiquitous,
the voting biases and prefer-
ences of voters in districts
become sufficient to determine
who will win congressional
seats even before anyone has
cast avote. Over time, the
number of competitive dis-
tricts has continued to dwin-
dle. This means that gerry-
mandering stifles the demo-
cratic process, effectively
transforming our political
system into an oligarchy driven
by asmall group of people.

If Texas proceeds in redraw-
ing its map for partisan politi-
cal gains, the chain reaction of
assaults on democracy will
only accelerate. Indeed, Abra-
ham Lincoln’s words at Gettys-
burg, “Government of the
people, by the people, and for
the people,” will continue to fall
on ever-deafening ears among
lawmakers, much to everyone’s
detriment.
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